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FEB. 17 LUNCH & LEARN:
“TOO MANY ROADS AND BRIDGES, TOO LITTLE FUNDING”

Travis Koestner, Assistant District Engineer,
Missouri Department of Transportation, will
speak on "Too Many Roads and Bridges, Too
Little Funding" for our Feb 17 Lunch & Learn.
The meeting will be at noon on Feb. 17 at the

Grindstone Hy-Vee community room, which is on

the second floor near the entrance.

Missouri has more miles of state-maintained
highway than lowa, Nebraska and Kansas

combined. Missouri has

one of the lowest motor

fuel excise tax and state

sales tax rates of any of

its surrounding states. About 43% of the
government money spent for transportation in
Missouri is from the federal government.

--David Leuthold, Treasurer

ELEANOR GOODGE AWARD: CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

We look forward each year to honoring a member
of the LWV CBC with the Eleanor Goodge Award

for Exemplary Service to the League.

This award honors exemplary service and a
longterm commitment to the principles of the
League. The primary service should be at the
local level, but may also include service at the
state and/or national level. The award may be
given posthumously. It will not be given solely in

recognition of one’s performance in an elected or

appointed League assignment.

Some previous recipients include Lorene
Emmerson (2009), Carolyn Leuthold (2012),
Maydell Senn (2013) and Lael Von Holt (2014).

If you would like to nominate someone, please
send their name and a brief description of their
service activities to Marilyn_mcleod@yahoo.com
by March 15, so the board can make a selection
at its March meeting. The award will be presented
at our Annual Meeting in April.

--Marilyn McLeod, Co-President

FEB. 11 CAT TV: MEDIA OWNERSHIP
AND SHAPING PUBLIC OPINION

The February 11 CAT TV show will explore the
question of whether individuals or corporations
that own media are trying to shape public opinion.
Watch your email for the panel members. The
show is at 7:00 p.m. on CAT TV: Mediacom
channel 85; Charter Communications channel
983; and CenturyTel Prism channel 98. Replay on

CAT TV will be 7 a.m. on Tuesday, Thursday and
Saturday and 7:30 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday,
Friday and Sunday. The YouTube version is
available on our website (lwvcbc.org) a few days
after air time.

--Carol Schreiber, Co-President

ANNUAL MEETING ON APRIL 21

The LWV of Columbia-Boone County Annual
Meeting will be on Tuesday, April 21 at 6:30 p.m.
We will have a speaker, present the Eleanor
Goodge Award for Exemplary Service for the
LWV, and elect officers, board members and
nominating committee members. We will either

have a potluck or a catered

meal by a fundraising

group, to keep the cost

down for members to attend. The meeting
location will be announced in the next issue of
the Voter.



mailto:Marilyn_mcleod@yahoo.com
mailto:Marilyn_mcleod@yahoo.com

The Voter

FEBRUARY 2015

JANUARY BOARD REPORT

Thirteen board members were at our January
26th board meeting. The following items were
discussed:

* Reports were presented on upcoming events
including the Legislator Town Hall on
February 5th, the February Lunch and Learn,
and March candidate/ballot issue forums.

 |deas were discussed for future Lunch and
Learn speakers.

* An update on the Nominating Committee was
given to the board.

* A contract is being signed with CEC for the
June 10th fundraising play for $600. This is
our main fundraiser for the year.

» State League activities update included the
State Convention and legislative activities.

Several board members attended the photo
voter ID legislative hearings on January 27th.

* The annual meeting date has been changed
from April 7th, which is Election Day, to April
21st.

The next board meeting will be February 23rd at
6:30 p.m. at Broadway Christian Church. All
members are welcome to
attend.

--Carol Schreiber,
Co-President

FRIENDS OF THE LWV OF COLUMBIA-BOONE COUNTY

The LWV of Columbia-Boone County recognizes the many organizations and individuals who have helped
us educate the public, provided meeting space and gave their time, talent and treasure to the LWV. Each
month we are recognizing a group of our Friends of the LWV as voted on by the LWV of Columbia-Boone
County membership at our Annual Meeting on April 10, 2014. For January 2015 we recognize:

+ KFRU radio for airing our Candidate/Ballot Issue forums. Thanks to David Lile for moderating our
forums and having members as guests on his radio show. And thanks to Renee Hulshof for

moderating our forums.

* Dr. Stephen Keithahn, Steve Renne, and Thomas McAuliffe for being on our CAT TV show titled “What
is the Real Cost of Not Expanding Medicaid?” in March 2014.

* Nathan Nickolaus for speaking at the Sunshine Coalition event titled “Missouri Sunshine Law: Shining
a Light on Government” in March 2014. LWV co-sponsored the event.

Thanks for being a Friend of the LWV!

REPRINT: GETTING BEYOND POLARIZATION (PAGES 3 AND 4)

Our January Lunch & Learn meeting featured Dr.
Paul Ladoff, director of the LL.M. in Dispute
Resolution and Campus Mediation Services at
the Center for the Study of Dispute Resolution in
the MU School of Law. He explained how best to
encourage civil dialogue, with information useful
for a discussion between individuals as well as
ideas for ensuring that public events are seen as
fair and impatrtial.

At the meeting, Dr. Ladoff shared an excellent
article entitled “Getting Beyond Polarization” by
Richard Chasin which appeared in “State
Legislatures,” a publication of the National
Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL). It is
reprinted here with permission. We extend our
gratitude to the NCSL for their generosity in
providing this to us.

--Marilyn McLeod, Co-President
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This article reprinted with permission from the July/August 2005 issue of State Legislatures .
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This article reprinted with permission from the July/August 2005 issue of State Legislatures .
. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
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OUR HISTORY SERIES #24: THE END OF THE 1930°S

Although the nation was affected by the Great
Depression, it definitely didn’t stop the Columbia
League of Women Voters from pursuing their
active interest and involvement in national, state
and local public policy concerns.

For example, one topic that persisted was child
labor. This was a concern dating back to the
beginning of the League. The League’s Child
Welfare Committee was responsible for the
program at a luncheon in November 1937.
University professor Arthur P. Miles and the Rev.
C.E. Lemmon spoke about the

forces opposing the passage

of child labor laws. Dr.

Lemmon noted that these

included: industrial greed;

religious conviction; prejudice

against constitutional

amendments; fear of

governmental intrusion; and

“the tinge of radicalism in

every reform”. This was under

discussion at the Missouri

Legislature at the time. His advice: “the true
political strategy is to make converts in our own
community, and to elect men who have a
favorable conviction on this important social
reform.” Another topic covered was the possibility
of a minimum wage law, which, according to
Prof. Miles would be “a necessary companion
piece” (from Columbia Missourian, Nov. 13-18,
1937). A national minimum wage law of 25 cents
per hour was passed in 1938.

Another major interest was instituting a merit-
based political system and getting rid of the old
patronage system. At a League meeting held on
December 2, 1937, Mrs. Edna Gellhorn of the St.
Louis League, who was the chairperson of the
national LWV campaign against the spoils
system, came to Columbia and spoke on the
subject. The title was “Patronage Pilloried.”

Mrs. Gellhorn stressed that “We are not working
against any one party,” “we are dead against the
patronage system, and we are going to help the
parties by obliterating it.” She spoke of the
Ramspeck bill, which the League was backing,
that was then in the U.S. Congress, and
mentioned that only four of Missouri’s
congressmen voted for it. But, she reiterated, the

merit system “is marching on.” She referred to
the city of Maplewood which was about to pass
an ordinance for a merit system of government
and said that this movement could take place in
Columbia and in all of Missouiri.

An editorial on January 4, 1938 about the subject

noted that “Public opinion, evidenced by a recent

report of the Gallup poll, favors the merit

principle.” The editorial goes on to single out

“The Columbia League of Women Voters [which]

has joined the national organization and other
groups in a strong campaign to
foster the system.”

Since this wasn’t enough to keep
the members of the local League
busy, they were also studying
the subject of taxation. On
January 13, 1938, they had a
luncheon with guest speaker Dr.
Conrad H. Hammar, associate
professor of agricultural
economics at MU. A Missourian
article the next day has the headline “Hammar
Says Recent Taxes ‘soak the poor.” In his
speech, he said “Taxes never ‘soak the rich”. He
decried the “definitely regressive taxes, such as
sales taxes” which have been used as an
unavoidable necessity of the depression; the
“shift is away from the ability to pay.” But he
added that he hoped that “with the return to
normal conditions, the League could aid in
bringing about a restoration of fiscal health in a
tax system badly in need of it.” In case you
hadn’t noticed, this is one topic that has never
gone away.

Finally, at the local level, another topic that was
under discussion in 1938 was Columbia’s
sewage system. The League sponsored a series
of meetings about sewer extensions in new
additions on the edge of town. Areas discussed
included Sunset Lane and West Boulevard and
vicinity, a southeastern section, and East
Broadway section (at Proctorville, along Highway
40). The Mayor and city sanitary engineer were
invited to attend the meetings. Have you noticed
that sewers continue to be in the news?

The more things change, the more they stay the
same. At least some of the time.

--Marilyn McLeod, Historian

With thanks to the State Historical Society of Missouri for retaining the historical records of the League of Women Voters.
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Upcoming League Events!

FEBRUARY 2015

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday
FEB 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Legislative
Town Hall
7p.m.
Library
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
CAT TV
7:00 p.m.
15 16 17 LWV on 18 19 20 21
Paul Pepper
KBIA 8:50 a.m.
Lunch & Learn
Noon -1 p.m.

HyVee Mtg Rm

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
LWV Board Mtg
6:30 pm
Broadway
Christian Church

MARCH 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 1 12 13 14
CAT TV
7:00 p.m.
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
LWV on Lunch & Learn

Paul Pepper Noon - 1 p.m.
KBIA 8:50 a.m. |HyVee Mtg Rm

Forum: April
Election
6:30 p.m.
Library
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
LWV Board Mtg
6:30 pm
Broadway
Christian Church
29 30 31
If needed
Forum: April
Election

6:30 p.m. Library
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LWV Officers:

Co-Presidents:

Marilyn McLeod (445-3500) and
Carol Schreiber (657-1467)

1st VP: Liz Schmidt (445-0655)
2nd VP: Ava Fajen (424-6683)
Secretary: Marcia Walker
(443-8666)

Treasurer: David Leuthold
(449-1358)

Elected Directors:

Rachel Brekhus (875-4295)

Joni O’Connor (234-1012)

Peggy Placier (442-2996)

Sharon Schneeberger (443-4605)
Mahree Skala (474-2195)

Pam Springsteel (445-0642)

Jan Swaney (864-0435)

Shirley Troth (443-7033)

Appointed Directors:
Elaine Blodgett (256-2803)
Dick Parker (256-4397)
Diane Suhler (443-0549)
Lael Von Holt (443-7747)

Committee Chairs:
Budget: Shirley Troth
Civil Liberties: Marilyn McLeod
Education: Peggy Placier
Energy Matters: Dick Parker
Fundraising: Win Colwill
Health: Jan Swaney &
Mahree Skala
Hospitality: Pam Springsteel
Membership: Liz Schmidt
Mental Health: Lael Von Holt
Voter Service: Carol Schreiber

Voter Editor: Ava Fajen

Board Meetings are held at 6:30
p.m. on the 4th Monday of the
month at Broadway Christian
Church. All members are welcome
to attend.

Websites:

Local: lwvcbc.org
State: lwvmissouri.org
National: Iwv.org

Thanks to all who have responded to
our $95 for 95 years membership drive.
We appreciate all of you who have paid
the regular dues and those who have
donated more.

If your label is stamped "your dues

notice", you still owe for 2015. Please

send your dues to Membership Chair,

League of Women Voters, P.O. Box
239, Columbia, MO 65205.

Dues are $55 for individuals, $80 for a household and $25 for
local students. Individual and household memberships also
include state (LWVMO) and national (LWVUS) membership.

Name

Email Address

Street

City

State and Zip Code

Telephone

| am particularly interested in

I would like to receive my Voter by email

(Note: Tax deductible donations to the Education Fund should
be a separate check payable to LWVMO Education Fund.)

MEMBER NEWS

We are saddened to report the recent passing of LWV member
Pat Williamson, and send our sympathy to her family.

RECYCLERS ARE RESOURCEFUL
PEOPLE

Recyclers have been waiting cottage cheese or any

for this day to come, and it's package imprinted with the
here now. Columbia residents recycle triangle with any
may now recycle plastics number 1 through 7 on it.
labeled #1 through #7 in blue Check for a container's

bags or in drop-off recycling recyclability before pitching it
bins around Columbia. Now in your refuse. Remember:
recyclable are food containers reduce, reuse, recycle.

such as those for yogurt, --Joni O’Connor
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LWVMO LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 2015

Members of the League of Women Voters of
Missouri were at the Capitol in Jefferson City on

January 13, our annual LWV Capitol Action Day.

Elaine Blodgett, Peggy Placier and Marilyn
McLeod represented our chapter, along with
members from other chapters.

We visited the offices of every member of the
Legislature and left a card with information about
the League and a list of our priorities for the year.
The priorities were written in a way to bridge the
political parties and represent the League’s policy
positions.

The League of Women Voters of Missouri
supports:

* Legislative actions that promote ethical and
responsible government.

* Voting processes that encourage all citizens to
participate.

+ Affordable, comprehensive health care for
Missouri citizens.

 Tax policies that provide financial stability and
adequate funding for all state services.

--Marilyn McLeod, Co-President
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